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therefore, was as liable in black, as he would
have been in scarlet:
if he had been elected Pope, it was open to him
to refuse or to accept the Call.
Some Roman Catholics hold that he could not have
refused. But Popes can abdicate, and have abdicated! But
would he have refused? Would he have been allowed by
the General of the Company of Jesus >o refuse? There is
no knowing. Such a case has never occurred.
There never has been a Jesuit Pope. It would have been
an unique, an unheard of situation,—the Company of
Jesus in full power, armed with plenary authority, absolute
in all the world, practising unscrupulous, uncompromising
Christianity. The conditions of the Millennium would
stand in a fair way of being fulfilled—to speak by the
Book.—But Padre Francisco de Borja refused the scarlet
hat; for he wished for himself complete detachment from
the world, and nothing more, here.
Returning from his mission in Portugal to Spain, he
evangelized the provinces of Castile and Andalusia. At
Alicaza, he healed a crippled girl. At Valladolid, he raised
the dead to life. Two teeth being knocked out of the head
of a great preacher, his companion, they were replanted by
Padre Francisco: and never old age nor decay affected
them. The General named him Provincial for Spain and the
Indies; and Father and Founder of the Company of Jesus
in Spain and Portugal. His preaching converted the rich
and worldly Bishop of Plasencia who returned to his rej
ligious duties. Padre Francisco introduced the Company
of Jesus at Valladolid, Medina, San Lucar, Burgos, Gra-
nada, Plasencia, Murcia, Sevilla, Valencia. Did he, in
passing through Valencia, find any of the old stock of Don
Juan Domingo de Borja who, exactly a century earlier,
had given the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill to Rome and Chris-
tendom ?

